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by noble women like Josephine Butler who refused
to allow the systematic examination of prostitutes
which was often in her time proposed without a
corresponding examination of men. Such regula-
tions have always proved as futile for their proposed
object as they are degrading to any believer in
individual liberty. There is, however, no doubt
that universal public instruction as to the dangers
of infection would enormously reduce not only the
rates of mortality but also the shocking amount of
disease transmitted to future generations. On the
other hand no lover of liberty can for one moment
tolerate the present status of the prostitute, which
(as Lord Hugh Cecil once pointed out) is directly
due to considerations of " Christian morality,"
although the Founder of Christian morality might
be astonished to find His principles so interpreted.
The prostitute, who in society as at present consti-
tuted is the one pivot of female chastity and male
respectability, is not only blackmailed by her land-
lord and almost everyone she meets except her
clients, but although to all intents and purposes an
outlaw, is called upon to pay income tax. I say
that she is*an outlaw because she has no real remedy
against blackmail, and because there have been cases
of brutal assault, amounting almost to rape, by gangs
of five or six men against prostitutes which have
never been punished and are not likely to be punished
so long as they come before the ordinary type of
magistrate. Under any intelligent system of legisla-
tion there will probably come a time when con-
cubinage will be recognised as a status as it was by
the Roman Law. This will be necessary even if the